MENDICANCY, IRELAND. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated to March 1840;— -for. 




COPIES of any Resolutions which have been passed by the several Boards 
of Guardians in Ireland, and communicated to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
relative to the expediency of enacting a Law for the Suppression of Mendi- 
cancy ancl Vagrancy in Ireland. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 25 March 1840. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of The 
IX Union, at their meeting on the 1st January 1840, relative to Vagrancy. 

Proposed by Mr. Taaffe, seconded by Mr. Russell, 

That it appears advisable that some /” bl fexpZc' otherwise 

vagrancy be passed to protect the ratepayers &om the double p ^ to 

likely to be incurred; such enactment however, to come ^ ^ affortling 
be put into execution concurrently with the levy mg > 

of workhouse relief. — Passed. 



Armagh Union. 

COPY of Minute of the Board of Guardians, on the 26th November 1838, 
relative to the Suppression of Mendicancy. 

Moved by William Paton, esq., seconded by W. \Y. Algeo, esq. and carried 
unanimously, . c 

That in tile opinion of this Board, it is necessary for the protection of payers 
of noor-rates as well as for the efficient working of the Poor Law, that some inea- 

ried into effect. 



Athlone Union. 

COPY of Minute of the Board of Guardians, 3d December 1839, relative to the 
Suppression of Vagrancy- 

as now existe m 

^Guardians beg to call the 

this important subject, with a view of haring some ne 0 i»ia 

“HE^our vice-chairman will he good enough to write a letter upon the 
subject to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

168? A 
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Gentlemen, 6 December 1839 . 

At the request of yesterday’s Board of Guardians, I beg to transmit to you the 
accompanying resolution, of which I fully approve. 

I also beg leave to express my individual anxiety for the success of the object 
therein expressed, firmly believing, as I most assuredly do, that without the aid 
of a stringent vagrant Act, the well- working of the Poor Law will be considerably 
impeded. Years of personal observation have fixed this opinion strongly upon my 
mind. J 

I have, &c. 

To the Honourable (signed) John Gaynor, 

the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Vice-chairman. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Bailieboro ’ Union, at their Meeting held on the 6th February 1 840, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

Proposed by Col. Pratt, Vice-chairman ; seconded by William Shilds, esq. 

That it is expedient, in order to prevent the Union from being submitted to 
a tax for the relief of the destitute poor, and a continuation of the evils arising 
from mendicancy, and from the incursion of strange beggars, that power be 
given to some authority to repress vagrancy ; such power, however, only to be 
executed when a rate is levied, and relief can be afforded in the workhouse. 
That this resolution be forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Ballinrobe Union. 

COPY of Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians, at their Meeting on 
the 16 th January 1840, relative to the Suppression of Mendicancy. 

Resolved, that we consider it will be necessary to have a law passed for the 
suppression of mendicancy and vagrancy ; such a law to coine into operation 
simultaneously with the levying of a rate for the relief of the destitute. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Balrothery Union, at their Meeting on the January 1840, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

Geo. A. Hamilton, esq. in the Chair. 

Resolved, that it appears very desirable that the Legislature empower some 
proper authority to repress vagrancy, as a protection to the ratepayers from incur- 
sions of persons of this class ; but that such power should not be exercised until 
the poor-rate is levied, and workhouse relief can be afforded. 



Banbridge Union. 

COPY of Minute of the Board of Guardians, 9th December 1839, relative to 
the Suppression of Mendicancy. 

Resolved, that this Board desire to impress upon the Commissioners the 
necessity for some regulation or enactment, by which, when the workhouse -is 
erected, mendicancy aud vagrancy may be suppressed, and the payers of poor- 
rates be relieved from that pressure to which they otherwise will be subject, and 
from which, when they are called upon to pay poor-rates for the relief of the 
destitute poor, they have a right to be exempt. 
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Belfast Union. 

COPY of Minute of the Board of Guardians of the 10th December, relative to 
the Suppression of Vagrancy. 

Resolved unanimously, that this Board desire to impress upon the Poor Law 
Commissioners their opinion of the essential necessity of some Legislative enact- 
ment for the suppression of vagrancy and mendicancy, by which the ratepayers 
will be protected from the pressure and demands of this “class of applicants, to 
which they otherwise will be subject, and from which, when they are called 
upon to pay poor-rates for the relief of the destitute poor, the payers of rates have 
a right to be exempt ; such enactment to come into operation when the work- 
houses are ready for occupation, and to contain provisions against any hardship 
that might arise to the poor from want of accommodation or relief in the 
workhouses. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Cavan Union, at their Meeting held on the 4th February 1840, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

Proposed by G. M. Knipe, esq. ; seconded by Charles Reilly, esq. 

That it is expedient, in order to prevent the Union from being submitted to 
a tax for the relief of their destitute poor, and a continuation of the evils arising 
from mendicancy and from the incursion of strange beggars, that power be given 
to some authority to repress vagrancy ; such power only to be executed when a 
rate is levied, and relief can be afforded in the workhouse ; aud that this resolu- 
tion be forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Cootehill Union, at their Meeting on the 7th February 1840, relative to 
Mendicancy. 

Resolved unanimously, on the Motion of Charles Coote, esq. ; seconded by r 
Charles James Adams, esq. 

That it is the unanimous opinion of this Board, that some immediate provi- 
sion should be made for the suppression of mendicancy, to come into operation 
as soon as the workhouse is declared open for the relief of the destitute poor ; 
and that it is also the opinion of this Board that the present Poor Law Act is 
imperfect without either the addition of clauses to the present Act, or the enact- 
ment of a separate Act, by which the right as well as the means will be afforded 
to some competent authority for the suppression of mendicancy, when the alter- 
native of relief for the destitute is afforded in the workhouse, and a rate levied 
on the ratepaj'ers of the Union ; at the same time that the Board fully agree 
with the sentiment expressed in the report of Mr. Nicholls, that if, from any 
unforeseen circumstance, the workhouse should be full, so that a destitute person 
is of necessity refused relief therein, it should be provided in such case that the 
destitute individual, so refused relief, should be exonerated from the penalties 
provided against begging; and that the principle be adhered to, that to be 
entitled to suppress mendicancy, the alternative of' relief for the destitute must 
be first provided. 

Resolved unanimously, that the clerk be directed to communicate this resolu- 
tion to the Poor Law Commissioners, and to request their particular attention 
to it. 



North Dublin Union. 

Proposed by Captain Cottingham ; seconded by Robert M'Clelland. 

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Board of Guardians, that, as a neces- 
sary auxiliary to the law for the relief of the destitute in Ireland, and as a pro- 
tection to the ratepayers of the Union, an effectual and suitable law for the 
prevention and repression of vagrancy and mendicancy ought to be enacted at 
the earliest convenient period after the opening oi the Union workhouse ior the 
reception of paupers. — Carried unanimously. 

20 November 1839. 

A 2 
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EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Dunshaughlin Union, at their Meeting on the January 1840, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

Moved by Mr. Cahill ; seconded by Mr. Borbridge. 

Resolved, that the protection of the ratepayers against the double expense of 
rates, and of the giving of alms, requires that power be given to some authority 
to repress vagrancy and mendicancy ; such power, however, only to be exercised 
or put into execution when a poor-rate comes to be levied, and relief afforded in 
the workhouse. 



COPY of a Resolution passed at a Meeting of the Board of Guardians of the 
j Edenderry Union, held on the 21st December 1839. 

Resolved, that it appears desirable that some enactment for the suppression of 
vagrancy and mendicancy be passed, to protect the ratepayers from the double 
expense otherwise likely to be incurred ; such enactment, however, to come into 
operation, and to be put into execution concurrently with the levying of a rate, 
and the affording of workhouse relief. 



Ennis Union. 

COPY of a Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians on the 2] st December 
relative to the Suppression of Mendicancy. 

Resolved, that the Poor Relief Act will fail to produce the effect intended by 
the Legislature so long as public begging is permitted to exist ; and that in order 
to protect the public generally from imposition, and the ratepayers from the 
burden which will be thrown upon them by the poor-rate, in addition to the 
voluntary contributions now levied on them by mendicants, it is the opinion of 
this Board, that a measure for the punishment and suppression of mendicancy 
should be introduced by the Legislature, so as to come into operation simultane- 
ously with the opening of the workhouse for the administration of relief to the 
poor. 



Ennistymon Union. 

COPY of Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians, at their meeting on the 
16th January, relative to the Suppression of Mendicancy. 

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Board, that the good intended by the 
Legislature for the relief of the poor, by the enactment of the Poor Relief Act, 
will be totally defeated while strolling beggars will be allowed to exercise the 
trade of begging, and imposing upon the small farmers and industrious, who are 
very little better situated than themselves. And this Board is of opinion, that 
the mode of living of those wandering mendicants serves for a nursery of idleness 
and larceny ; and the Guardians pray that, at the next session of Parliament, 
some measure will be introduced to put a stop to such practice. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
the Galway Union, at their meeting on the 16th January 1840, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

John Ireland, esq. Deputy Vice-chairman, in the Chair. 

Proposed by Andrew Blake, esq. ; seconded by Thomas Commons, esq. 
Resolved, that when called upon to pay rate for the relief of the destitute we 
ought to be protected by a vagrancy law from the contributions now levied by 
the mendicant classes ; that unless so protected the poor-rate will be an additional 
and oppressive burthen. 
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EXTRACTED from the Minutes of the Gort Board of Guardians. 

a Mf et i n g of the Board, held on Saturday 14th December 1839, James 
Lahifi, esq. in the Chair, the following Resolution, proposed by James 
Martyn, esq. seconded by Henry Lahifi', esq. was unanimously agreed to : 

Resolved, that we conceive it will be necessary to have an Act passed by the 
Legislature for the suppression of vagrancy and mendicancy ; such a law to come 
into operation simultaneously with the payment of rates for the relief of the desti- 
tute, and that our clerk be directed to convey this resolution to the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Kells Union, at their Meeting on the 9th January 1840, relative to Vagrancy. 

Moved by Mr. Hugh O’Reilly, seconded by Mr. Michael Masterson, 

That it appeal's desirable to this Board, that power be given to some authority 
in order to repress vagrancy, and protect the ratepayers from the double expense 
sure to be often incurred by certain classes of the community ; such power, how- 
ever, not to come into operation until a rate is levied, and workhouse relief can 
be afforded. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
the Kilmallock Union, at their Meeting on the llth day of January 1840, 
relative to Vagrancy. 

Resolved, that it appears to this Board, that one of the good effects intended 
to be produced by the Poor Law was the suppression of public begging, which, by 
encouraging idleness, and destroying self-dependence, tends to demoralize the 
lower classes of society, whilst it inflicts great loss, and presses most unequally 
on those immediately above them, particularly the class of small farmers ; but 
that the Act as now constituted contains no provision for the suppression of the 
evil, and will, as regards relief to mendicants, remain totally inoperative so long 
as they are permitted to exercise their calling. 

We are therefore of opinion, that a Legislative enactment, having for its 
object the protection of the charitable from imposition, and the ratepayers from 
the double taxation of almsgiving and contribution towards the poor-rate, should 
be brought into operation at the same time with the opening of the workhouse, 
and mendicancy suppressed, when the means of relief shall thus have been placed 
within the reach of all destitute persons. 



COPY of a Resolution passed at the Board of Guardians of the Limerick Union, 
27th November 1839. 

Proposed by Mr. Deimage ; seconded by Mr. W. Roche, m. p. 

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Board, that, in order to check the evils 
which result from public begging, and to protect the ratepayers from the addi- 
tional burdens which the future compulsory rates for the relief of the poor, in 
conjunction with the present system of voluntary almsgiving, will throw upon 
them, a Legislative enactment for the punishment and suppression of mendicancy 
is required ; but that such enactment should not have any force or eftect until 
the Commissioners have declared the workhouse ready for the reception of pau- 
pers ; and that the penalties of such Act should not be enforced against any 
mendicant, unless it can be proved that he has received an offer of the workhouse 
from an authorized person, but has refused the relief so offered him. 



168. 
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EXTRACT from the Minutes of the Board of Guardians of Londonderry 
Union, at their Meeting on the 18th December 1839. 

Resolved. As it appears from the report of the clerk of works, that the 
workhouse for this Union will probably be ready for the destitute poor i n 
autumn, the Guardians beg to call the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners 
to this circumstance, in order that they may bring under the notice of Govern- 
ment and of Parliament the propriety of passing some Act for the repression of 
vagrancy, without which it is the decided conviction of the Board that the 
system contemplated by the Poor Relief Act, cannot be effectually worked, or 
the ratepayers of the Union protected from the demands of the travelling 
beggars. 



Longford Union. 

COPY of Minute of the Board of Guardians, 7th December 1839, relative to 
the Suppression of Mendicancy. 

Resolved, that we are of opinion that a Legislative enactment will be required 
in aid of the Poor Law Act to prevent vagrancy, as it is to be apprehended that 
without this provision paupers will still continue as at present seeking relief 
from the charitable, and avoid the workhouse; that the Commissioners be 
respectfully called upon to communicate with the Government on the foregoing 
head previous to the next session of Parliament. 



Lougiirea Union. 

COPY of Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians on the 26th 
December 1839, relative to the Suppression of Mendicaucy. 

Resolved, that we are of opinion, that when the law for the relief of the 
destitute comes into operation, we should be protected by some enactment of 
the Legislature, preventing the levying of contributions as at present by the 
mendicant and vagrant classes, as if not so protected the poor-rate will be an 
additional burthen on us. 



Mullingar Union. 

COPY of a Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians at their Meeting on 
the 23d January 1840, relative to the Suppression of Mendicancy. 

That this Board is of opinion that it is necessary power be given to some 
authority to repress vagrancy, in order to protect the ratepayers from the incur- 
sions of strange beggars ; such power, however, only to be exercised when a rate 
is levied and relief can be afforded in the workhouses. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of the Board of Guardians of the Naas Union, 
at their Meeting held on the 13th December 1839. 

That this Board think it expedient to record their opinion that it is highly 
desirable some provision should be made by the Legislature for the suppression 
of mendicancy at such times as the workhouses of the Unions are opened for the 
reception of the destitute poor. This Board regards mendicancy as not only 
exercising a most pernicious influence on the morals and habits of the people, 
but as imposing also a heavy pecuniary burthen upon the ratepayers of the 
Unions, and as one which they think they ought not to be permitted to bear, m 
addition to the demands which must necessarily be made upon them to carry 
into practical operation the Poor Law Relief Act for Ireland ; and that it be 
further resolved, that a copy qf this resolution be transmitted to the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 
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EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
the Naas Union, at their Meeting held on the 10th instant, relative to 
Mendicancy. 

Moved by W . H. Carter, esq. ; seconded by Edward Bennman, esq. 

That this Board think it expedient to record their opinion that it is highly 
desirable some provision should be made by the Legislature for the suppression 
of mendicancy at such time as the workhouses of the Unions are opened for the 
reception of the destitute poor ; provided the workhouses are not so full as to 
preclude the power of relieving the mendicant within the workhouse. 

On the motion being put from the chair, there were 

Ayes - - - - 16 

Noes - - - 5 

The motion was therefore carried 



Navan Union. 

COPY of Minute of the Board of Guardians of 11th December relative to the 
Suppression of Vagrancy. 

It was proposed by Mr. M'Gloughlin, and seconded by Mr. Garnett, 

That this Board considers it necessary that the ratepayers be protected by 
some enactment which will enable the proper authorities to prevent vagrancy, 
such enactment to come into operation concurrently with the operation of a poor- 
rate.— Passed unanimously. 

Proposed by Mr. Forde, and seconded by Mr. Dillon, 

That a copy of the above resolution be sent to Lord Morpeth, for the Poor Law 
Commissioners, by the chairman ; and our county Members, requesting their 
attention on the subject. — Passed. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
the Nenagh Union, at their Meeting on the 26th December 1839, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

Resolved, that the laws instituted for the relief of the poor in Ireland must 
fail in the intended effect whilst strolling beggars are permitted through the 
country ; and that, with a view to protect the public from imposition, and the 
ratepayers from the burden which will be put upon them by the poor-rate, in 
addition to the voluntary contributions now levied on them by strolling beggars, 
it is the unanimous opinion of this Board, that a measure for the suppression of 
mendicancy should be framed by the Legislature, to come into operation on the 
opening of the Union workhouse for administration of relief to the destitute. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
the Newcastle Union, at their Meeting on the 7th January 1840, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

Resolved, that it is expedient that a measure be introduced by the Legisla- 
ture in aid of the Poor Laws, for the suppression of mendicancy, and punishment 
of obstinate beggars, as soon as the workhouse shall have been declared fit for 
the reception of paupers. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
the Parsonstown Union, at their Meeting on the 2Sthof December 1839, rela- 
tive to Vagrancy. 

Proposed by W. L. O’Driscoll, esq.; seconded by John Warburton, esq. 
Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Board, that the non -suppression of 
vagrancy and mendicancy by the Poor Law Act, as it at present stands, must 
168. “ a. 4 superinduce 
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superinduce great mischief in the operation of the Act, by offering, as it were, a 
sanction to pauperism ; and that it be recommended to the Commissioners to 
have a clause added to the Act, mating mendicancy and vagrancy penal, and 
thus remove many of the causes that now contribute to make the rate upon the 
poorer portion of tile population onerous and oppressive. 



Rathdrum Union. 

COPY of a Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians, at their Meeting on 
the 21st January 1840, relative to the Suppression of Mendicancy. 

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Board, that the opening of work- 
houses for the reception of the destitute poor should be accompanied by Legisla- 
tive measures for the suppression of mendicancy, in order that the ratepayers 
may not be called upon to bear the double burthen of payment of poor-rates and 
relief of vagrants ; and further, that it be ordered that a copy of this resolution 
be transmitted to the Poor Law Commissioners, and the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Scariff Union, at their Meeting on the 14th January 1840, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

Resolved, that as the Poor Law Act, as now framed, contains no provision for 
the suppression of vagrancy, we are of opinion that , unless there be some Legis- 
lative enactment brought into operation with the opening of the workhouse, 
that the Act will in its object be perfectly nugatory, inasmuch as it will not tend 
to protect the ratepayers and small farmers from the additional tax oi contnbu- 
tino- to the relief of the public beggar, as well as assisting to the demoralization 
of the lower classes of society, which the encouragement of idleness must natu- 
rally do ; and we also feel convinced that the Poor Law Act, without such pro- 
tecting; power, will become a most unpopular enactment, instead of being, what 
we feel ft was intended it should be, for the relief of our really suffering fellow- 
creatures. — C arried unanimously . 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
the Sligo Union, at their Meeting on the 31st January 1840, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

The Guardians of this Union having been now called on to raise the necessary 
sum for building the workhouse, cannot refrain from expressing their unani- 
mous opinion that it will be of essential importance to the well-working ot the 
Poor Laws, to have a law for the suppression of vagrancy, to come into operation 
concurrently with the workhouse system. 



Tinehely Union. 

COPY of a Minute of the Board of Guardians on the 4th instant, relative to an 
Act for the Suppression of Vagrancy. 

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Board it will be desirable that, at such 
time as the workhouses are opened for the reception of the destitute poor, some 
Legislative remedy should come into operation for the suppression of mendicancy, 
in order, on the one hand, to protect the ratepayers from the heavy burtien 
which it imposes on them, and which, they believe, will be a source of just an 
general complaint if permitted to be continued, in addition to the pay men o 
poor-rates ; and, on the other, to insure the efficiency and well-working ot e 
Poor Law Act for Ireland, which, without such an auxiliary, this Board is o 
opinion cannot be productive of many of the advantages fairly to be anticipate 
as derivable from it. The Board think it desirable thus early to record their 
views on this important subject, and to direct that a copy of this resolution 
transmitted to the Poor Law Commissioners. 
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EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
Tipperary Union, at their Meeting held on the 30th December 1839, rela- 
tive to Vagrancy. 

Resolved, that it appears to this Board that one of the good effects intended 
to be produced by the Poor Law was the suppression of public begging, which, 
by encouraging idleness, and destroying self dependence, tends to demoralize 
the lower classes of society, whilst it inflicts great loss, and presses most 
unequally upon those immediately above them, particularly the class of small 
farmers ; but that the Act, as now constituted, contains no provision for the sup- 
pression of the evil, and will, as regards relief to mendicants, remain totally ino- 
perative, so long as they are permitted to exercise their calling. 

We are, therefore, of opinion that a legislative enactment, having for its 
object the protection of the charitable from imposition, and the ratepayers from 
the double taxation of almsgiving and contribution towards the poor-rate, should 
be brought into operation by the Legislature at the same time with the opening 
of the workhouse, and mendicancy suppressed when the means of relief shall 
have been thus placed within the reach of all destitute persons. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of the Board of Guardians of Trim Union, at 
their Meeting on the 14th December 1839. 

Moved by Mr. Thompson, and seconded by Mr. Pallan, 

That this Board is of opinion that it is highly desirable that power be given 
to some proper authority to repress vagrancy and mendicancy, in order to 
protect the ratepayers from the double expense that is likely to be otherwise 
incurred by them ; such powers, however, are to be exercised concurrently with 
the affording of relief in the workhouse. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Celbridge Union, at their Meeting on the 10 th January 1840, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

Resolved, that inasmuch as the Act for the relief of the destitute poor has 
not yet come into full operation, we consider that it would be premature to enact 
any law for the suppression of vagrancy in this country. 



gi r Poor Law Commission-office, Dublin, 15 January 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the Minutes of 
Proceedings of the Celbridge Board of Guardians of the 10th instant, and parti- 
cularly the resolution in which the Guardians express their opinion that it would 
be premature to enact any law for the suppression oi vagrancy, inasmuch as the 
Act for the Relief of the Destitute Poor has not yet come into lull operation m 

The Commissioners invariably receive all such statements of the views of 
Boards of Guardians with respectful attention ; and the intelligence and excellent 
snirit of the Celbridge Board entitle its opinions to especial deference. 1 he Com- 
missioners concur with the Guardians in thinking that a law for the repression 
of vagrancy and mendicancy should not be established until after relief for 
the destitute in the workhouse of the Union shall have been provided and be 
actually in operation ; but where the means of affording necessary relief shall 
have thus been provided, the Commissioners consider that the ratepayers of the 
Union are entitled to protection from the farther charge of mendicancy '.without 
the repression of which, they would be subjected to a heavy additional burthen. 

From the wording of the resolution referred to the ^ Commissioners presume 
that thTs is the view taken of the subject by the Celbridge Board of Guardians; 
and the Commissioners will only further remark, that any law which may be 
enacted for repressing mendicancy within a Union where workhouse relief shall 

i(58. B 
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be in operation ought to be carried out gradually, and with great care and cir- 
cumspection, by the concurrent action of the police and Union authorities, so as 
to prevent too sudden and violent an interruption of long-practised usages, how- 
ever faulty or objectionable they may be. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, (signed) W. Stanley, 

Celbridge Union. Assistant Secretary. 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
South Dublin Union, at their Meeting on the 19th December 1839. 

Resolved, that it is the opinion of the Board of Guardians of the South 
Dublin Union, it would be at present premature and inexpedient to enact any 
law obliging the destitute to enter the workhouse about to be established, until 
we have seen how the present law will work, the whole system of workhouse 
relief being a novel experiment in Ireland. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission-Office, Dublin, 6 January 1840 . 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the several reso- 
lutions and representations on the subject of mendicancy which have been for- 
warded by Boards of Guardians from all parts of Ireland. These representations 
are numerous, and all, with the single exception of the South Dublin Board, call 
for the enactment of a measure for suppressing mendicancy as an indispensable 
adjunct of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

One of the reasons prominently urged by the Guardians is, that without such 
a law to prevent it, after the persons actually destitute, and who now subsist by 
begging, shall have been gathered into the Union workhouse as they successively 
come into operation, other persons not really destitute, but simulating destitu- 
tion, will continue the trade of begging within the Union ; and others, also of the 
mendicant classes, existing in the surrounding districts, will immediately flock 
in, and fill up the void caused by the removal of the fitting objects for relief into 
the workhouse ; and thus the ratepayers would have to bear an increased pecu- 
niary burthen, without being relieved from the demoralizing consequences and 
the annoyance of mendicancy as it now prevails. 

This appears to be a consideration especially deserving attention in the Dublin 
Unions, where the workhouses will be opened for the administration of relief 
much sooner than in the surrounding districts ; and the Commissioners wish to 
be informed whether this circumstance was adverted to, and its consequences 
fully considered by the South Dublin Board, when they passed their resolution 
on the 26th ultimo, deprecating the adoption at present of a Legislative enact- 
ment for the repression of mendicancy. 

The Commissioners moreover wish the Guardians to bear in mind, that any 
such measure for. repressing mendicancy would be carried into effect concur- 
rently by the police and Union authorities, who, whilst securing for the rate- 
payers exemption from the almost unceasing applications for alms to which they 
are now exposed, would so regulate their proceedings as to avoid any undue or 
unnecessary severity. 

By order of the Board, 

(signed) W. Stanley, 

To the Clerk of the Assistant Secretary. 

Guardians, South Dublin Union, 



EXTRACT from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
South Dublin Union, at their Meeting on the 9tli January 1840, relative to 
Vagrancy. 

Resolved, that the circumstances referred to in the letter of the Commission- 
ers of the 6th instant were duly considered, and fully discussed, and they see no 
reason to alter their resolution of the 26th ultimo. 
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Tullamore Union. 

COPY of a Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians on the 20th 
December 1839, relative to the Suppression of Mendicancy. 

That this Board is of opinion that it is highly desirable that power be vested 
in some authority to repress vagrancy and mendicancy, in order that the rate- 
payers may be protected from the double expense which is otherwise likely to be 
incurred ; such power, however, only to be exercised when a rate has been levied, 
and workhouse relief afforded. 

That copies of the above resolution be sent to Lord Morpeth, the Poor Law 
Commissioners, to Lords Digby, Charleville, and Maryborough, to the Marquess 
of Lansdowne, and to the county Members, and to Sir Charles Coote, request- 
ing their attention to the subject. 



Poor Law Commission-Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 13th March 1840. 



The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of 
the Minutes of Proceedings at a meeting of Guardians of the Tullamore Union, 
held on the 7th instant, also, your letter of the 10th instant, with a copy of the 
following resolution adopted at the meeting : — 

“ That this Board, taking into consideration its inexperience, and the 
absence,' 1 of all information of the working of the Irish Poor Law, which has in 
no one Union in Ireland as yet afforded relief to the destitute, and therefore 
could not prove its practically defective provisions, deem it important to re- 
scind a resolution precipitately passed on the 20th December last, recommend- 
ing power to be vested in some authority for the repression of vagrancy and 
mendicancy, and that our chairman be requested to convey to the different 
noblemen and gentlemen to whom copies of that resolution had been trans- 
mitted, this deliberate counter decision of the Board, as expressed in this reso- 



lution.” 

So many other Boards of Guardians have expressed an opinion (in which the 
Commissioners fully concur), that the Irish Poor Relief cannot be brought into 
effectual operation without a provision for the suppression of mendicancy in 
each Union, after the workhouse shall be opened, and while it is capable of 
receiving inmates, the Commissioners regret to observe that the above resolu- 
tion of the Tullamore Guardians is adverse to the immediate enactment of a law 
for this purpose ; and which law, it must be remembered, would have to be 
applied by the concurrent action of the civil authorities and the Guardians, 
of the district, as the state of the workhouse and other circumstances might 
require. 

On referring to the 41st section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, the Guardians 
will observe, that it will be their duty to admit to the workhouse “ such desti- 
tute poor persons as by reason of old age, infirmity, or defect may be unable ta 
support themselves and destitute children ; and, in the next place, such other 
persons as the said Guardians shall deem to be destitute poor, and unable to 
support themselves by their own industry, or by other lawful means,” preferring 
the resident poor, where there may not be sufficient accommodation for all the 
persons applying, “ whom the Guardians shall deem to be destitute. 5 It must 
therefore be assumed that the workhouse accommodation which the Commis- 
sioners are required to provide, will be in every case proportionate to the wants 
of the Union, and the Guardians may consequently, without actual experience 
of such a provision for the destitute poor, now determine whether a law for pro- 
hibiting mendicancy, under the limitations already referred to, may be requisite 
or otherwise. . . . , 

The Guardians have possibly assumed, when framing their last resolution, that 
when poor-rates shall be levied, alms will no longer be given to mendicants, who 
will then necessarily resort to the workhouse, in which case a law tor prohibiting 
mendicancy may be unnecessary. The Commissioners, however, are satisfied 
that so desirable a result will not be obtained through the operation of the i oor 

Keitel 
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Relief Act alone ; but on the contrary, that mendicants will, on various pretences, 
decline applying for admission to the workhouse of their own Union ; and more- 
over, that strangers will press into Unions in which the workhouses may be full, 
and exact alms on the plea of inability to obtain relief in their own Unions, 
either in consequence of having no workhouse ready there, or of its insufficiency, 
a plea which the ratepayers of another Union cannot at the moment be prepared 
to disprove. 

The Commissioners desire to learn whether the Guardians have considered 
the subject in this light, and what opinion they may have formed as to the 
probable effect of the Poor Relief Act singly in relieving their Union from the 
evils here described. 

The Guardians are no doubt desirous that the really destitute poor should be 
relieved otherwise than by begging ; and when these shall avail themselves of 
the relief to be afforded in the workhouse, the Guardians will of course also desire 
that the other poor, who prefer a life of mendicancy and vagrant habits to 
industry, or the discipline of the workhouse, should, for the protection of the 
ratepayers, and of the labouring classes generally, be prohibited from begging, 
and thus be compelled to betake themselves to labour for their support. 

The Guardians, it is presumed, would not consider it otherwise than injurious 
to have a workhouse provided at a great expense for the administration of relief, 
aud still to permit persons to subsist by begging in the Union, thereby causing 
a heavier charge on the inhabitants than would be incurred for the maintenance 
of the same persons in the workhouse ; and for preventing this it would appear 
that a law prohibiting mendicancy is necessary. It seems necessary also, for 
social improvement, and as a sanatory measure of police for checking contagion, 
bad habits, and the growth of crime, as well as for the protection of the ratepayers 
against mendicants belonging to their own Union, and against the incursions of 
strangers under the circumstances already noticed. 

The Commissioners deem it important to place these views before the Guar- 
dians of Tullamore Union, and to recommend a reconsideration of the resolu- 
tion passed on the 7th instant. 

By order of the Board, 

(signed) W. Stanley, 

To John H. Wash, Esq. Assistant Secretary. 

Chairman of the Board of Guardians, 

Tullamore Union. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin,"] 
16 March 1840. J 



W. STANLEY, 

Assistant Secretary. 
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('Mr. William Smith O’Brien.) 



168. 

Under 2 ox. 
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